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DETAILED ACTION 

* Page 15 of the claims includes a paragraph that should be deleted since this is claimed on 
page 14 in claim 18. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 8-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

2. Claim 20 is allowed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entiUed to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-7, 1 1, 12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Mesibov (US Pat. 5,914,660). 

In reference to claim 1, Mesibov discloses the claimed motion detection assembly detecting 
when the child rolls over, which is met by position-sensing transducer 22 used to detect if the 
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infant rolls into the side-lying or prone positions (col. 3, lines 31-60), b) the claimed monitoring 
assembly operationally interacting with the monitor detection assembly providing an indication 
associated with the motion detected by the motion detection assembly, which is met by remote 
alarm device 34 activating an alarm to alert the caregiver of the child's state after receiving a 
signal from transceiver 28 connected to transducer 22 (col. 3, lines 22-60; col. 5, lines 18-32). 

In reference to claims 2, 3, Mesibov discloses the claimed coupling assembly for coupling the 
motion detection assembly to the child, the coupling being wearable by the child, which is met 
by the transducer 22/40 attached to the child's clothing or held in place by a patch, adhesive, 
elastic banding or the like (col. 6, lines 33-58). 

In reference to claim 4, Mesibov discloses the claimed motion detection assembly including a 
transmitter assembly for sending a signal associated with the motion detected and the monitoring 
assembly further comprising a receiver assembly for receiving the signal associated with the 
motion detected by the motion detection assembly transceiver 28 may comprise of a video device 
to detect any change of position of the infant and provide a visual display to the remote alarm 
device 34 (col. 4, lines 28-44; col. 5, lines 9-57). 

In reference to claim 5, Mesibov discloses the claimed transmitter assembly being adapted for 
wireless transmission of the signal and the receiver assembly being adapted for wireless 
reception of the signal, which is met by position-sensing apparatus 22 detecting movement of the 
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infant and transmitting a signal to transceiver 28; transceiver 28 then provides a wireless signal 
to a remote alarm device 34 (col. 4, lines 28-67; col. 5, lines 1-17). 

In reference to claim 6, Mesibov discloses the claimed belt assembly for operationally coupling 
the monitoring assembly to a user, which is met by transducer 40 attached to the child's clothing 
or held in place by a patch, adhesive, elastic banding or the like (col. 6, lines 33-58). 

In reference to claim 7, Mesibov discloses a) the claimed motion detection assembly, detecting 
when the child rolls over, the motion detection assembly including a transmitter assembly for 
sending a signal associated with motion detected, which is met by position-sensing transducer 22 
used to detect if the infant rolls into the side-lying or prone positions (col. 3, lines 3 1-60), b) the 
claimed coupling assembly for coupling to the child, the coupling assembly comprising a 
coupling member selected from the group of coupling members consisting of a body suit, a vest, 
and a belt, which is met by the transducer 40 attached to the child's clothing or held in place by a 
patch, adhesive, elastic banding or the like (col. 6, lines 33-58), and c) the claimed monitoring 
assembly operationally interacting with the motion detection assembly, the monitoring assembly 
providing an indication associated with motion detected by the motion detection assembly; the 
monitoring assembly further comprising a receiver assembly for receiving the signal associated 
with motion detected b the motion detection assembly, position-sensing apparatus 22 detecting 
movement of the infant and transmitting a signal to transceiver 28; transceiver 28 then provides a 
wireless signal to a remote alarm device 34 (col. 4, lines 28-67; col. 5, lines 1-17). 
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In reference to claim 11, Mesibov discloses the claimed transmitter assembly being adapted for 
wireless transmission of the signal and the receiver assembly being adapted for wireless 
reception of the signal, which is met by position-sensing apparatus 22 detecting movement of the 
infant and transmitting a signal to transceiver 28; transceiver 28 then provides a wireless signal 
to a remote alarm device 34 (col. 4, lines 28-67; col. 5, lines 1-17). 

In reference to claim 12, Mesibov discloses the claimed indication associated with motion 
detected by the motion detecting assembly further comprising an audio alarm, which is met by 
both alarm device 34 located remote from the transceiver 28 as well as alarm 35 near the crib to 
give an audible alarm (col. 4, lines 60-67; col. 5, lines 1-17). 

In reference to claim 14, Mesibov discloses the claimed coupling assembly for coupling the 
motion detection assembly to the child, the coupling assembly wearable by the child, the 
coupling assembly comprising a coupling member selected from the group of coupling members 
consisting of a body suit, a vest, and a belt, the motion detection assembly including a first 
transceiver assembly for sending a signal associated with motion detected and receiving signals 
from the monitoring assembly, and monitoring assembly comprising a second transceiver 
assembly for receiving the signal associated with motion detected by the motion detection 
assembly and transmitting signals to the motion detection assembly, which is met by the 
transducer 22/40 attached to the child's clothing or held in place by a patch, adhesive, elastic 
banding or the like (col. 6, lines 33-58). The transducer 22/40 is attached to transceiver 28 that 
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receives signals from the transducer unit and transmits a wireless signal to a remote alarm device 
34 (col. 4, lines 28-67; col. 5, lines 1-17). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 13, 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mesibov et al. 

In reference to claim 15, although Mesibov does not disclose the claimed microphone 
operationally coupled to the first transceiver assembly for transmitting a representation of 
ambient sounds near the child; and a speaker member operationally coupled to the second 
transceiver for reproducing the representation of ambient sounds near the child, he does disclose 
the use of a video camera that may be used with the position-sensing apparatus 22 to transmit a 
signal to a remote monitoring device; the remote monitoring device then emitting visual and 
audible alarms to indicate an alarm condition detected (col. 4, lines 4, lines 21-67; col. 5, lines 1- 
9). Since it is well known in the art of monitoring infants from a remote location by use of 
microphones, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a microphone with the video device of Mesibov, to provide the sound of 
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the infant being monitored that may indicate that the infant is still breathing and not suffering 
fromSIDS. 

In reference to claim 16, Mesibov discloses the claimed audio alarm, which is met by both alarm 
device 34 located remote from the transceiver 28 as well as alarm 35 near the crib to give an 
audible alarm (col. 4, lines 60-67; col. 5, lines 1-17). 

In reference to claims 13, 17, although Mesibov does not specifically disclose the claimed reset 
signal transmitted from the monitoring assembly, he does disclose that the position-sensing 
assembly 22 detects the position and movement of the child rolling over and then transmitting an 
alarm to a remote alarm alerting the nurse or caretaker to tend to the infant (col. 3, lines 33-67; 
col. 4, lines 28-67). Since Mesibov disclose the transmission of an alarm signal to a monitoring 
assembly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include a reset signal to be transmitted from the monitoring assembly after receiving 
the alarm signal to reduce the amount of power used by the device after being alerted to an alarm 
condition. 

In reference to claim 18, Mesibov discloses the claimed vibration means operationally coupled to 
the motion detection means, the vibration means providing a tactile stimulation to the child, 
which is met by alarm 60 affixed to transducer 22 to provide any of various audible, visual or 
tactile alarms, or combinations to the infant (col. 5, lines 9-57; col. 6, lines 33-58). Although 
Mesibov does not specifically disclose the claimed vibration means being actuated by a vibration 



Application/Control Number: 10/784,862 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2632 

signal transmitted from the second transceiver assembly and received by the first transceiver 
assembly whereby the user may selectively control the tactile stimulation provided to the child, 
he does disclose that the alarm 60 attached to the child may function similar to a current pager 
that can be activated responsive to a signal directly from transceiver 28 or from alarm device 34 
by the nurse (col. 5, lines 10-57). Since Mesibov discloses a tactile alarm that can be in various 
outputs that can be activated by a remote alarm device 34, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to selectively control tactile stimulation to 
ensure that the right amount is produced depending on the monitored infant that will ensure that 
the tactile stimulation will awake the monitored child. 

In reference to claim 19, Mesibov discloses the claimed image capture means with a visual 
display, which is met by transceiver 28 may comprise of a video device to detect any change of 
position of the infant and provide a visual display to the remote alarm device 34 (col. 4, lines 28- 
44; col. 5, lines 9-57). 

7. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to the applicant's 
disclosure as follows. Tao (US Pat. 4,862,144), Buschmann (US Pat. 5,241,300), Kim (US Pat. 
5,505,199), Beck (US Pat. 5,727,562) and Ketelhohn (US Pat. 6,765,489 Bl), which are 
references that disclose baby monitoring devices. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Davetta W. Goins whose telephone number is 571-272-2957. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri with every other Fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Davetta W. Goins 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2632 
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